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ABSTRACT

The subject of our research is the symbolism of the
lion as a predator. The aim of the research is to present the
symbolic paradigm of the named animal diachronically.
It is interesting how the facial expression of the lion
traveled from the ancient samples of Georgian writing to
the literature of the later period. Hagiography relies on
the Bible, therefore, the lion appears mainly as a symbol
of evil due to its predatory nature. In heroic literature, its
understandings are different - the lion is found in both
negative and positive contexts. It can be said that one
of the things that differentiates secular and religious
writings is the different understanding of specific
symbols. The topic is relevant even today, because we find
symbols, metaphors and allegories everywhere and all
the time. We use it in speaking, writing, even in our daily
life. The symbol is the greatest phenomenon in artistic
thought. It turns the event into an idea in such a way that
the latter becomes inaccessible and infinitely effective.
That’s why it's always worth searching for. Scientists of
all times and eras have attached great importance to the
research of symbols, and today we have facial linguistic
paradigms for many subjects. As such, we often find the
lion in mythology, in the culture of different countries, in
royal initiations, in arts and religions. Georgian culture
also kRnows this symbol very well. The best illustration of

bodommyMn 3BMM36900 Yyzgms MmMbY s bog-
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o gobobmgoons, MMI ymzgmmaznb moMmb dobo by-
omobomo dogods. LanbhgMgbms oMy Fbmmme Ebm-
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this is “Golden Lion” dated to the second half of the Il
millennium. It should not be a coincidence that at that
time Kartvelian tribes paid special attention to this animal
and began to depict it. The lion, as the embodiment of a
strong guard, can be found on the Georgian coat of arms.
The lion is also represented on the shields of the kings
of ancient countries. In the history of Georgia, the lion is
represented on the equipment of Vakhtang Gorgasali. Of
course, a great deal of knowledge and experience about
symbols has been accumulated by scientists of old and
new times, but we still think that turning to this subject
will always allow us to make new conclusions, because
facial thinking is inexhaustible. In each era, this or that
symbol acquires a new meaning. That is why we were
interested in the diachronic study of the symbolism of
the lion. The research method is the comparison-analysis
of the symbolic meanings of the lion. Depending on the
content of the text, we search the context in which the
named animal is given and make parallels from other
texts. In this respect, the symbolism of the lion is very
diverse: although hagiography and hymnography are
uniquely based on the Bible the linguistic understanding
of the lion is still different. Finally, after the diachronic
picture of the lion’s symbolism we will find that, in contrast
to religious writings, in secular writings, especially in The
Knight in the Panther’s SRin.
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39600MHo3L: ,LnAdMEMML dmasn Mm30b908s 600-
B0Ls o dMLYBNBOL gMMNsbMd” (boModyg, 1982: 76).
3Mmob 890mbgg3900, MMEs domo 9MmMBs6900LESL go-
BLb303900 ToMmB0gns. BogomMNME, 03393-9Mo3g0dn
dmMgamMnymo bobnsmobos, Moageb M3 gb JsbMmo
069Mmmonbs smgamMmaygmo bobnomobos ©o 8ds MY
03 gmEbomo 3Mbydnb 608sb-m30byds gganabbdmob
0©030060L LyogMo FEgmdsmgmonb BoMIM®EY-
Bob. 89Lodsd0LYE, gaMgdymo Lgbnb oMb owe-
©ob dgboamgogmo bogobdn. LNAdMMML oMbo 3o
0030bmo300 MAYdY, Ji3mMm 39003, 0L godmbohagb
090L, MMIgaoE dmzmgbob, Logsblb Jagomyboma-
36L o 90mMYbyMa3L bonb.

@mmaL, Mmgmmz sbgmb, bdnMo 3b3zgdnm dnom-
mmagnadn, bb3zsmasbb3zs 939y60bL Igm@ymadn, bodgxmm
060300309080, 330mJax9dsLs s MYMNgngddn. oM
Jommymo Mgammoobmzgobss ob yEbm. s00b boyda-
039Lbm ogybHFmoEnss dz. 6. 111 bbb 1 Bobg3z-
M0 omsMomgdymo ,mgmmb enmdn”. dgdmbggznmo
3fM 36@o 0ymbL, MmMA 03 EMmAn gobLoggmMmgdyman yy-
Mo@Mg0s dnodymm Jommazgmymads hmadgdds o0 gbm-
39mb o onbym dnbo godmbobgs. gmmadon, MmgmMi
dangmo 3339m0b gobbobngMads, 33b3gos JoMmmym
39M009. 83030L0 gadmbo®zs oM sMab yebm bbgs 939-
yb6g900b 39Momngnddy. mdn BosMIMEagboany
dzgmo g39y6900b 99333900b BoMx0By3. Logommag-
omb obhmmosdo gmdo BaMAmagbomons 30b¢obg
3MMm3abanab bomdoM sgyM3znmmdad]: ,30bHobg 8-
9Ly 8999060 AsdOmMebo mgMmbo s godmgbys Bo-
Bom 8ggmo ©s 33860 mmda* (Jommmab gbmamgds
1955: 180)

mmdn 3030Mm3Maxnadn ndznsma@ oMmab bobbg-
6900, d3s 3036magMoxnobs o 890amad LogMmm
069Mmmosdn oo s3gnmn 3g30Mo3b o dsb bbgoe-
©3bb3z0330M0 3ogg0s 893L. ndghab dg0mb3zg39030 ob
98y0Myds 6ndMnyM bnddmmmmbL, baog Mmdn dmng-
M9d0b, dOmMmHgdnb o6 mdgMmmab dangzoedmboangdob
LodomEMmy. mdob LabobAghyzamyMo goggds Y-
MEbmdomons my30b bodmngMgbs o dengzsdmbog-
0099. Mma30b0 3060L ggMmab dnbyznm, nb gobsbsbng-
ML 3BgLLE. MT0 sbY39 3edMbs®Ho3Lb odaMz3900L
00939yb609Mm 36909009. D300 FodLobyMmons Mmo3nb
600Mmaddn ,3983b0bLEHYLOMLONL  bLobobIghy3zgmgos”
90dmobomogzb d0mgobs oy mohgMmobhyModn goIm-
3907 03050L MMAMeb o3ze3dnMmgdom, obg3g Jo-
Moymo oy ygbmymo bgmmzbgdob 6007d70L o
dmb0d6s3L, MmMA ,cmmdn mMmazsmo baboom g3bzwgods
90b®HgMNgddn, dnmyddn o T7oboydybams woahg-
MohyModn: MmgmmE Imbnbosmd®yagy s 93Mgm39,
MmmgmmE 89869, dggmooman” (godbabyMmns, 1991:138).
ommdn sMob obg3g doM3zmd dobommomob boddmem,
dd0hmao3 dob bdoMo godmbobszgh dsbmob gMmoo
60865 3oM3MBOL Joagg09d0Lb dmngMgdnbe BoMmas-
MMOsvY. 000mMNsdn Mmdn 0L Bbmzgmowaiz no-

3mgds. MmgmmME 360bgm, bLgbgdym hoEgdgm 3bm-

39@bLE IMagzomabMngzn o gMmagMmmbodnMobinmm
LOBOMMYMNZe3g0d 8g3L. LEMMg® sdodhmdsz oMmab
A3960 33¢mg300L LOZEbn. LabnbAghyzgmgdsdy MMIs©
»398b0bHYsMLENL” 360MNDOL EMML 3nbogodmgdo.

,00000 3gmommbob 3bmzMmgds” ybogomyMoas
0900, MM3 Ma300 93hMmM0, bHIBRLbg IHO39M0 3o-
momogmbo, bbbaL, My Mm3gmo gbmzgmo ML gobo-
LobngMgydL, Mobo bnddmmms mnomggmo dndnyMo
M390mmaby30m. mbdymgdsdn dmbdmdnomns gbsns
6060LBoMAghY3gmob Ebmodomo bohyzgda: 80006
dm3oab 939mbn 3Mogzms mobo @y 338bo 3soboby-
96903L 030600 M6y, J0Me s JgMme s mman
9Mns dm3gb” (gbens, 11: 6). 3937 3330908 gobds-
MHgoeE, MmMIgmbLE 39gnmgMoxn ndmygs: 03
© 398bs@ LodmMm@nbs domnbs 38dz630Mx0sLY
0hyzL, 839300 LobyE /IMLEMIBIE EIMbg33LY Lb-
bmaboby, ©o mmdsE/ ddmsezmmosbs dsb, dsmbs
0003Mm0O0LY, NHY3ZL obngmab Agbgdnms bomzsbo
0oL 3393000LY; omysE AMibBS390L b3sMbms dgxym-
00bo 0000MM36L o MMToE LaM3znbmdMs FgxrMOSLY
000EOEL 0300MM360LILS, ©s 0n3dbo d630my-
0gmmasbs othy3zLb, MmIgmbo dEydMmnom ohg69096
©o 80608065 Bggam” (B¢dg3sMn, 2008: 270). yzgans
90939090 3bmzggma: 33gmn, 398b30, M0, PsM3N
ommmHadalb, 09d30630M7x00L, domomdalb bLddM-
mME 339306900, 3obboggmmgdnm ybs smnbnd-
B6mbL, MMI 0103060 sMab M3oMMTogEMmdob bnddmem,
Mo3ob 0b dnbogobo® o MysmyMo@ dggmns. Lo-
bg-bLNAdMEMYdoL dmaon 8603369MmmdoL sMbNa-
360L oM@y, obY39, 33b3Yds 3MB3MgBImN obdo-
MH903. 3935MN0E, P3M33n 0300MbAn b3sMbM
093mosb ggamnbbdmob, ¢mddo - LoMmznbmdms 8-
}mOsL 0oMEIEAn. 330dMMOM, EsM30LY s MmMAnb
09hoxmMe® godmygbgdnm dmddgmoa gyamabbdmob
L3oMLOS O LOM3NBMBdMS Fgn0MaMgdgM TgBMASL.
9Lgo3Lo LyMomn dndMN3dnE nba®gds, MMES N¥3MdN
033000 330mMg00L EobobsbNdMgOMsE MnomMgymb
bb3zoobLbge LNAdMEML dgxLodedgob s 80330MOE
0b 3336moOL dom Mmo3086m IMBdz35Mb.

»398b0LbMHYoMLLBIN" ©oEN sEENmo  PFnMazL
mmabL. MmgmME 3339 303603690, 83 3bm3zgmb oMo
dombhm Jomoym, oMedgo dbmymom mohgMmoby-
Mod0n, 300Noby o @MmMIMmMmMAnE 30 IMozsadb-
M030 Eoh3nMm3s 943L. 30gddhmm bmdody ombndbogzL:
»m30 bdnMoos m3gMmanb gobbobngMade... 309 sMab
mmdn. gmdo sMob 3dob bobga. emdo sMab Fgxz0b
3o0mbohymgdy; cnmdn oMol dgngMmgdob, 3ggbaab,
9bbgmonb obomodsdob godmbobhymgdsl s bbgs”
(6mdasdg, 1957: 381). 3my8s38n 03 s bbzs Lababdghy3g-
@YM0 3ogdonms3 3393wn690..

©3bobgmgodgmn gbmgzgmo ,3983bobhyombeb30
6obLbgdns 75-39M. dmms MLM3gmab goggdnm,

mmdn sMmab dgxyMn BoMIMBsgmmonb, Menbomodnb,
380Mmonbs oy demngmgonb bonddmemm s dob dnMmo-
033® 0yYy9690L 09989900L obobLNdMgONLSL Tomn
3dm3g33mmonb, LNBsdsEnbs ™y bLbzs ®™30LYdg060L
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bodgabdnbomgnb. 3mgdodo mdn Lbzosbbzs &3Y6-
J300m 33bzwgds. 3ndhmm bmdsdg magzob dMmAsdo

»3983b0LAHYsMLONL”  d9BgdaLIgHYy3amM9os” - Lo-
30MmMmOL mmdob godmygbgdob H9bwnbEngddg s nb
335dm3L 8980093 3M3bNBZs3NSL:

* 9330 MMBnby;

+ ,398bobHYsmMLBOL” gdnMmbo: s3mobmomon, doMmo-
9o, gMombn, baMoobo;

« anmdn 369Mmodado;

+ mm3dn - OMEoMMdab bohyss;

+ bobbano PMAnby;

« amBn s 3o (Bmdady, 1957: 381-387).

h396 6o 300LzgEMo Mdob LNdOMEYM Eo-
H30Mm350b0 o 030Dy, MY 30LMSb o6 MILMSD oMb
d900M9073m0 s My M30bgo0m. Bbxgmmds ©og3g9b-
00M90s ©o3sdbbamnmm bHaMmgmbndgdn, MmIMYO0E3
dbmogb 3mgdodn gedmygbgdym gMmo-gMo sxmMo-
93L. ,MHMLHI306 3M3dMs FgBNL 8008380" Bomgz0000
»M39330 cmmA3nbs LEMMNY, dg oymbL, ybos bzswns”
(12). @ 0gymobbdgds MmMALy s Mmmdnb my3330?
M990 LaYOIMN 33 dBMMNDAT0, DMFOI® Jomaby
000530300 08B3LEMMMADY My FgB0L F30MgdNL M-
BobBMMMO0DY?

03 30mbgsdg LEMMo 3obybob Boboggdom Logo-
MMy go30m33mnbBobmo mommgymn baby-boddmemm
- BoMAmEagbombo dghommmoab bLobom, - MmMAImg-
003 bobbgbgons IMEgdym sx3mma®3dn. dndmNSdn
dmobdg, MmgmmE m3zmnab dg, m3mob dzomo, mmdnb
9330 dmnbLgbgds. MmamMME3 9339 300J300, mdo
09330L boddmEIMy, Mg330 30 - 3gx0L dz0moby. M-
90b 333900, 096900 gL dy oy bzowN, MVBILEMMNS.
00050b8vd7, s@3MMNBIT0 LogdsMmos 3gxnb d30madab,
098300 30300 @O JLYMMNIMNBILEMMMOSD]. M6
079 3930035m0bB0bgdm 3mBHIJLAOL, ™y Mobm3znb
0m3yo3m 3390M90L gL oMaYdb@Hn, 3093 gMmbgm
©bHYMEY0s EgOYMdy, MMA Bgdmm babLybgd s@m-
Mnd3dn 03ymabbdgds d9x0b dz0madab 08bsLOEM-
MmMOs Mmo39 d9x30L dndsMmon.

»398b0LbHYsMLOB6TN” nmMBn, MmgmMmE gdmg3zganm-
00Ls s bogznzbab LeddmMmM, godmygbgdymns 03mMs-
Bonmab, homogmab, 3MomMB0by s LaMoabab Es-
LobsbosmydmsE. gb bLMYWos d9690M030s, MOZD
3mg0do 39Mmnzggmon baboomnbaos @s dmms MYbmszgmo
300M900L Esbsbsdezo 0ygb9dL bb3zsobbgs dbob3z-
My bgmbL, s0EIemydL dom o bodwmngmom gbm-
39mmy 39x89L saMgdL. gdnMmydob MmmImsbd d5o-
M9ds bgods dbmmme nd 890mbgnzadn, MmEs nbobo
LIBMBOEMYd0L YFsMgb BYBsL 9390036056. sBohm-
003, ©99mmbLgbgdgmo 39MbMBs7700L oMo, sMEI-
Moo dmgddgon 30Mo oM oMb gongn3godymo mmImob
(MmbHhg3960 Mo38® 89xgs, MmgmmE amdn). dmas
MyLMd39m™0 39BJ70LY s M3NBEYOL YMNSHILEMMYOL
9mM0s69mL, M3 9o FoMmbm cnmdab boddMemBo go-
9600069000, 9M339g© 3Mgdsdn 3gab3znmaMmydym d93M

@mm3dnb bodommm Jammym mohgmobyMsdn 35

0m3mnbsdn 3mnbEnds, dsgomomo®, MmLbH93e6 0g-
0Ly o 930bamab gMmmo BooMmmodsdn. 0939
©53d96m, MM EJ©O3eE0 oMLbEMMLIS 8)EaMgdymo
mm3msb, m3y33e gL oM Y6 Aogzmzsmmm nds, MmI
3mqd0b 99M3gomn900: mnbsmnbo, babhHsbsMgssbo
oM BoMIMoanbg6 LEdMZoEMgONL JFommgb Bg6oL
o6 dmogm 39MbMBs7g0L. abobo dmogMgdobs o
LOdgBM BMIMBIZ3MMONL dLOH0Tbo3o dgoMmy-
0gmos 3983b30sb. ,3983bo dgoMmdomn sb3gghoo
mmdnbe. d90mbggznmo Mmooy, MmMI djy cmdo yemm
3393L 3913b3L Mma30b0 3MbBNZYMBN0m, 30MY b3o®
amdb” (goBLobyMmons, 1991: 138). 80dgdn 0dabs, 0y
Mohma oM oM0sb 0bnbo gongn3zxdgmo MmmImsb, Mm-
3mmE3 bbgos 03039 M3630L 39MLMBV7900, 3Mab b, MMI
Lmdn 09mBMOnb 60dsbns” (6mdody, 1957: 383). yd3g-
mgbo MB63gb0nm, oy3n Jomo, MmMAgmbsE dznemgdo
390309, 89b3090MES I MMPL, SYFNMIOMIQ
©939M3o3mo 330mmbObMOAL 360MbL.

MmgmmE 1339 o036036gm, 3mgdsdn mmdo 75-9-
Moo godmygbgdymn, odgwab 19 dgdmbzgzedn - do-
00Mm30L Lobno. BogoomE: MMEs M0bsmnbo gbo-
3060908 9300b6@ambL: ,89M3g dmn, gmmdm, 3d7LY,
9939yMgodn, BgdgysMy” (32); MmmLHY356039903m0b
03mabomb: ,90Mdabe: ,anmdm, sfo ggnmb dgb mAmos
3oMEYbEammos” (34). 39MbmBsz900 gMMBabgmb bo-
3900 bobgmom sMobmmb dndsommsgzgbh. gb d90-
®mb3g30m0 oM 3ML o 80sL oM3393m0 dbLBS-3ob-
doMHhgdo dmMgdgobgds. ghmmngMmmdndoMmmzqgdn yumm

0mda(gonmo Lohyzgdomss d98IMOIOYMN, nbobo
00330Mo@ 9Mmdabgmobodn o dmBnbydsL, Lo-

y3o0mgmbs o dm3Mdomgogm ©odm3nmadymgdsb
00310369096, 30dpmM Bmdodg d00hbyzLb, MmI gL
39M3399mo0 Babo s 9M03aMos: ,398boLAHYsMLONL
LadMZoMg00dn Lobgmom dndoMmmzgs, bobymob Es-
dobgds 1dMEamMmMOs ymxoms! s dDMoommdab 6gbL
30 9330360L oMy Lobgmab mJds, oMo BmEgoy
- mmdm. bohyszs ,mmdn” 88 dgdmbgazedn sMab Lo-
30mEgoYm ghozghob Bgbo“ (bmdody, 1957: 384).
900390L 9M3 39gaMmbn, LodMZsEmMadNL J3gws Bg60L
6oMIMAoagbmgdn, sMM39396. 3Mgdsdo 3d3bzwagds
090mb3g39, MmMEs nb0b0 83MbEOML sMBs(HgOYM©
0000M®0396: ,,mma3m s 8BgmM, gbgoe 0dDJB0 vgs EaM-
dabos" (206).

Ja3my, MmM3 cmmdo dgongmgonb boddomanme. 8gg-
©36 godmAnbomyg, 36o 300LxgMmMm, ML dgndmgods
60MIMo©396gLb ¢mmaAnb Lobbenoa: 38396 33m3o LADL-
bano nm3nbs, 3mMagd3b bLogzbgdmME senbo, 339M©LY
©aobby, 3o-33-bs MozgzsMEn BIMe® momoboE”
(267). 5301560MN ©oNB3b3L HoMmagmb, MmIgmog
domb 3ggbmom goMmyggmnzom nb3o o os30MgoL
Bymob dmdgdbasl, 39gMod ob dMYMEbymam n3m-
360L cm3ob LobbmL, Vs339MaoL 339MEBY o M-
3bomazzamo HoMogmoE godm@bodMEds s ©o-
300M7690s dnb Azggm LobgL. cmdn obobobngMydlb
LobsIMgLs s 36MANgMYd0L obsbmgosl, sdnhm-
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00309, MM 93036amo HoMmngmmb ecnmdnb bobbmom
30M3690L 36MO0gMYdLL. ,,emmImeb dgdmdmeon gdo-
900, 3obsbobngMgdgb ssdnsbob dMdmmsb ma3nL
030306, L3YMoM B6309MMOLMSE” (godbobyMmny,
1991: 134). 08 390mb3g3030 mmBa oMol LoBOMEM
omdmanab, bymab bmMmEngm 36909009 godoMmz3900Ly
©o 3obsbmgodnbo. Lobbona, MmgmMmE Logmabmob
Byofmm, 3oM3zgmymanmo  sednsbalb gMmmazeMmo
MB3baL godmbodymagdes, MoE 99093 019M30300L
bobgmoo 3333m0bg0s. 9330oMn dEodnsbn dmo-
obm3zb bmMELbs o LobbmML dom3zs60bgeb, ngbgds
b m3gmmn, 86 bymeE dbgEn, dhozgdgmn 3bmzgmo.
33086@omob Imgdggds bBmMy o3 MBEAYOSL y3o3-
dofm@gdo.

dmms Mybmszgmn mMmIsE 3abbBsgzmymon 3nfMm-
36900 aym sbhmmmmgnsdn. 88 gMmBsL MLbYsDHYMo©
0Y9690L mo30L 3mgdsdn, MmammE 3mb3MabIm 0o-
39000, 00939 0EIxME. 33hMMo HaMmogmaby o 69-
LHO6-OMyE060L BggMmgdsL, Lodysdm dgb3zgMab
09hoxzmMym© godmbodozb 3dabo s gmmmadnb gHeng-
0nm. 3bmodnmns, MM3 ymzgm 06500mdL Logymsmo
Lo3567g 0943L. 3B0bL AMLLLZgHbgdgmO Ml mdn. 30y
y39madyg LMYMYMPony, MmEs 9oL mm3dob dDm-
©nogdmdn. bgbhebab BgMomdn, MMAgmbog HomMmogmb
69ML, 3300bymmoom:, %9 3856m 3360 0Jdbgdab, Mo-
0306 396 bom dobo Bogno, gobsmadis dsb gobgm dnbo
aho, 80bo Bongnn“ (260). BogbyMa dmydgb o8 Bbsd-
3Mymo bgMmbom yLbodymydL, Mmad dbmmme Fobmob
dgbzgoMmob 99093 LMY 0g36900 S BodgEONY-
MEgds. 3mydol LEMMYE Bodnb LMYMEYds, MMEY
B9LHVBIMYE60 O HoMNImN EIJMMBNMEYONsb.
0000 LOFPEedmM JgyMmob 990093 ,39BbOLAHYIMLENL®
LIDMZEMIOs S oMadm 03EYbo nEgsym bo-
bgb 80007096, boog mbo s 83gmn gMma bdm3zgb.
ad%0L, MmammE dDmEosgmL, 306900 MmAJon, nE]-
JMo@ godmbodymos sbg3g M0bomnbobe o o3mo-
Boomab dgyMmo o0 3306L369mab ogMm ygbm dmydob 3
Banobo dgdbnb d50w73: ,09M39 dmen, Cmdm, 3d7LY,
d939yMgon, 89dgysmg” (32). mnbsmnbo ms30b Lsn-
©39mm d03byMbL 9g3dv0360L ygbm dmydab Lodgobow
Lodn dndbBoo:

1. 0303060 mds Mm0bsmnbnb dndomm boyzsMmymo mo-

MLYIMOE JO@s @sBHZNEMU;

2. Mmb®H3060L bLymogmo LNBI3nEOL IMbLL3M390-

Qo;

3. bobgmdbogm 3gmnmomgmdnbmgnb.

MmgmME 3bgos3m, dnzbymms (hoMogaabs s
BaLHo6-oMY5360L, MNBsmNbaby s 33M3BEAMAL)
d9YyMo 3obodnmmogob dsmmznb byanngmo bodd3z0©0b
9m3mzg0ol, Mo dyoMm LodoM3zzgmb PJdob LodmMBs-
3mm 39000MEMgmMdsb, bMymymanmgdsb. gb 0y
09hoxzmMymo@ oMol godmzgdymo 3dob mddo
©33069000.

mmdn, MmgmmE dgmadmymoa bodmogmab godmbo-
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